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Professional or Volunteer Work


God’s Work: Professional or Volunteer?
The purpose of this document is to define Gods work and answer the question: “Is it professional or volunteer?” Today there is so much emphasis on volunteer work in the Church, something done in our spare time after we get home from the place we earn our living. Truth is: the outcome of that work looks un-professional. All of God’s work in the Bible is excellent. Before time began he gave each of us special gifts for the work he has for us in his Body the Church. At the beginning of the Bible (Genesis 4) we are introduced to the idea that the definition of success is getting our offering accepted. The question therefore: Is God’s work professional or volunteer? Plus, what does the Bible say about working outside our profession? Today, you would think you would see a lot of volunteer work in the Bible, but I cannot find one example. 
Biblical Economics

Is it possible for all God’s work to be professional? Yes, it is called the bread of life. The idea is that we give and the Lord supplies what we need to increase our giving and live an abundant life. He even supplies the people we need like: customers, suppliers, mentors and other facilitators. He even speaks to us through those people. You see we each are specially gifted like the guy with ten talents and have way more of our gift than we will ever need. In fact many times we have so much of it we need encouragement from others to recognize it. It is like our unique gift is our own personal word of God, our unique calling. In God’s Biblical Economics, all we have to do is continue to confess the contents of our heart and pray a begging prayer for what he has put there. The rest of the economics is his responsibility, but continually sacrificing everything we love is a big step. 
Biblical Ethics

Once we understand Biblical Economics and its relation to the Word of God, it is easy to see the need for ethics. Ethics are the rules that facilitate business. Without adherence to those rules of order, business is impossible. Ethics are the part of the Biblical Law that Jesus did not fulfill. They define the courtesy required by courts of God’s authority everywhere, including: “The customer is always right.” 
Summary: God’s Work: Professional or Volunteer?

The purpose of this document is to define Gods work and answer the question: “Is it professional or volunteer?” Today there is much emphasis on volunteer work in the Church, and the outcome of that work looks un-professional. However, all of God’s work is excellent, and he is right on schedule. If the definition of success is getting our offering accepted, is God’s work professional or volunteer? Plus, what does the Bible say about working outside our profession? God prepares our way, and we are not to leave it.
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